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This document is a summary of the initial findings from a research project into
the inclusiveness of the ABRSM syllabus from the Grade 1 though to Grade 8
for 15 instruments (piano, violin, viola, cello, double bass, flute, oboe, clarinet,
bassoon, French horn, trumpet, trombone, bass trombone, tuba, harp). For
some instruments an Initial Grade has been introduced and these pieces were
included in the study. The instruments included are:

Piano — 2021/2022 syllabus
Violin/Viola/Cello/Double bass — 2020-2023 syllabus
Flute/Oboe/Clarinet/Bassoon — 2018-2021 syllabus
Trumpet/Trombone —2017-2021

French horn/Tuba —2013-2021

Bass trombone — 2010-2021

Harp — 2019 onwards

Pieces without a named composer (e.g. Trad. Scottish) were not included. The
arrangers of pieces labelled ‘Trad’” were not included. In total, 3166 individual
pieces were analysed. The composer of each piece was analysed using the
following criteria:

¢ white / non-white
e Male /female
e African Heritage (AH)

The non-white figure included African Heritage (AH) composers, but AH
composers also had their own count in the data. The AH category included any
composer with some African, Afro American, or Afro Caribbean heritage
including mixed heritage composers


mailto:austin@austing.co.uk

Four analyses relating to white/non-white composers are discussed here:

All 3166 pieces from all grades

All 1251 pieces from grades 6 to 8 only

Pieces by living composers (1126 pieces)

Pieces by living composers from grades 6 to 8 only (289 pieces)
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The reason for analyses 3 and 4 is to look at how things are today — when it
would be fair to expect an inclusive and diverse representation. Analyses 2 and
4 represent pieces that from the more advanced repertoire that might be
considered more serious and complex than in the earlier grades.



The Key Findings:

1. White / non-white / AH composers (all pieces)

All 3166 pieces

98.8% of the pieces were composed by white composers
1.2% of the pieces were composed by non-white composers (37 pieces)
Less than 0.4% were composed by African Heritage composers (14 pieces)

All 1251 pieces in Grades 6 to 8

99.4% of the pieces were composed by white composers
0.6% of the pieces were composed by non-white composers (5 pieces)

Less than 0.2% were composed by African Heritage composers (2 pieces)

2. White / non-white / AH composers (living composers only)

All 1126 pieces

98.6% of the pieces were composed by white composers (1110 pieces)
1.4% of the pieces were composed by non-white composers (16 pieces)
Less than 0.1% were composed by African Heritage composers (1 piece)

All 289 pieces in Grades 6 to 8

97.9% of the pieces were composed by white composers (283 pieces)
2.1% of the pieces were composed by non-white composers (6 pieces)

None were composed by African Heritage composers (0 pieces)



3. The 14 pieces by African Heritage Composers

1. Scot Joplin

7 pieces (50% by AH composers) were ragtime pieces by Scott Joplin

2. The other 7 composers were:
Miles Davis

Duke Ellington

Fats Waller

Joe Garland

James P Johnson

Percy Mayfield

Philip Herbert

Of these 7 composers, only Philip Herbert (who has an oboe piece on the
Grade 5 syllabus) might be considered primarily as a classical music composer.
Superb musicians as the others are, their primary genres were either jazz, big
band, rhythm and blues, etc. Music by African Heritage composers then, in the
eyes of the ABRSM, is mostly ragtime, or derived from non-classical genres.

One ‘Trad’ piece (Trad. Ewe (Ghanaian) Tu tu Gbovi, arr. Chapman Nyaho)
arranged by an African Heritage composer on the Grade 1 Piano syllabus was
not included in the analysis (see above).

The following pages contain copies of the data tables in case anyone wishes to
examine them further.



Table 1: All pieces from all eras in current ABRSM syllabus for the fifteen instrument surveyed July 2020

Total pieces
Male
Female
"white

BME

#H

Tatal

Tatal grscores
Male

Female

Ywhite

BME

AH

Total

Composers
Male
Female
Yolhiite

BME

&H

Tatal

Tatal gr 6-8 pe
Male

Female

Yolhiite

BME

#H

Tatal

Totalgr6-Sagrs
Male

Female

"white

BME

#H

Tatal

Total gr -5 cor
Male

Female

Ywhite

BME

&H

Tatal

pric
137
25
24
B
o
295

pria
a79
156
1033
32
o
1065

pro
N7
43
155
3
o
160

pra
T4
15
&5

g3

pric
516
106
534

28

fizZ

pria
25
1
B
4
o

vin
197
34
228
3
1
"2

vin
B63
134
952
&

7
" 935

vin
136
225
56
3
1
" 153

vim
5
12
a5

2

1

" g7

win
516
a4
585

" 500

vin

2r

30
0
0

30

F

vla
204
32
Z3d
z
1
"2

vla
08
104
006

B

5
012

vla
121
7.5
136
Z
1
" 138

vl
Th

|
a5

1]

1]
i

vla
535
B1
535
"oo5

vla

22

G0

F

it}

NG
203
4.5
236
1
a
237

=
1z
o7
ma
M3
=
i
6.5
154
155

WG

a0

it

a8
Wc
622
of
GE0
G50

WC

fi2

0

70

db
207
30.5
23
B
1
237

db
358
22,3
032

3

5
1041

db
133
il
60
4
1
164

db
610

G165

GG

. eb o bas hm wp  ub btk tha
212 203 217 2 w8 131 183 54 134
20 W ¥ 13 W 3 0 1
230 225 224 224 131 183 191 54 134

2 1 3 1 0 2 1 0 1
2 1 3 1 0 2 1 0 1

Tomz g T2evTas "9 19 132 T o4 "1
fl ob o baz hm tp bbb bEwb  tha
978 966 030 1004 843 853 885 376 89
TH 43 26 33 3B/ 29 N 0 3
1051 1004 1042 1032 879 574 891 3G 895
T 5 ¥ § 0D 8 5 0 &
5 5 ¥ 5§ 0 8 5 0 0

"4056 79009 "1055 037 "879 "as2 Taos T avs T ad
. eb o bas hn wp ub bwb tha
4 104 190 M6 &7 W 39 3 35
M ¥ 6 & 3 5 2 0 1
{3 M 193 23 0 W Wl 3 95

pd 1 3 1 0 1 1 0 1
pd 1 3 1 0 1 1 0 1

"5 "1 "3 "4 "0 "985 "1 "33 T %6
. eb o bas ki wp  ub btk tha
85 & £33 87 75 75 77 5475
¢ 2z 1 1 0 1 1 0o @0
89 & 90 8 Y5 T8 7F 4 T

bas
584 538 623 G0A
o 13 T T 1] i a 1] 1]
B4 &1 B30 F15
1] 1] 0 1] 1]
1] 1] 0 1] 1] a 1] 1] G

"6 " 5N "630 "515 "525 "533 "odz "ave " oav
fl ob o baz hm tp bbb bEwb  tha
B3 58 E5 57 43 49 54 39 53
4 1 1 1 0 1 1 0 0
Bf 53 B 58 43 50 55 39 &2

F F F r F F

hrp
185
52
223
8
0
237

hrp
352
135
122
24

1146
hrp
T35
215
34
85
hrp
83
13
10
02
hrp
636
32
721
728

WG

al

a6

a7

total
2837
379
3129
ar
4

T

total
133264
1037
142274
136
55
143634

total
16215
175
17705
2B
13
ra65

total
183
st
1243
&
z
1251

total
a340
478
avez
56
13
oaa

total

Ta6
51
a1

47

pErcent
5361
1033
35,83
117
0.44%
100.003

32,78
T.22%
33.05
0.95%
041
00,003

30,265
374
38,555
1454
0.72%
00,0035

34565
5.44x
93,365
0.64x
0,163
00.00:

34.58%
2.42%,

39.36%
0.64%
013

00,00

33.98%
B.02%
33.23
071
0.2
W00.00:%

mean
183.13
2193
203.60
247
0.93
21.07

358,45
§3.13
Ma.52
a.07
3.33
357.58

108.10
.67
T8.03
173
0.87
377

TE.8T
4.53
G2 87
0.53
0.13
G3.40

956.00
187
284.13
3.73
0.87
28787

23.07
3.40
26.07
0.40
a.av
26.47




Table Z: Pieces by living composers in current ABRSM syllabus for the fifteen instrument surveyed July 2020
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