
 

 
 
 
 

 
Barnet Schools Music Festivals 2022 

What you need to know 
 
What are the Barnet Schools Music Festivals? 
The Barnet Schools Music Festivals are a series of concerts for Barnet primary schools at artsdepot in 
Finchley, giving children from Key Stage 2 the opportunity to perform as part of a massed choir in a 
professional venue to an audience of parents and friends.   
 

Who can take part? 
Each school can bring 30 children in the first instance – a class, a choir, a school band, a group formed 
specially for this event, it’s up to you.  It is an evening concert and a long day for children, so we 
recommend that you bring children from Years 4, 5 or 6.  If you want to bring more than 30 children, you 
can request this and we will accommodate you if we can.   
 

What will we sing? 
You will receive a resource pack consisting of 6 songs to learn.  The resource pack also includes supporting 
activities and comprehensive teaching notes.  If you want to find out more about the repertoire, there is a 
twilight INSET on 22nd February introducing the songs, 4-6pm at Dollis Primary School.  You would still 
have until 28th February to apply and the cost of the INSET (£25) is waived if you go on to make an 
application.  To book a place on the INSET, contact ros.savournin@beatrust.org.uk.  
 

Schools will also be invited to contribute an individual item to the programme – it’s not compulsory but it 
is a great experience for your children.  They have their own rehearsal slot in the theatre and are supported 
by BEAT staff, the house band (if requested) and theatre technicians to perform at their best.  This gives 
each school their moment in the spotlight and results in a wonderful, varied programme for the concert. 
 

Is support available? 
Yes – if you need help with teaching any of the shared songs or with choosing or rehearsing your individual 
item, don’t hesitate to get in touch.  BEAT’s singing specialist Ros Savournin can pay you a visit – please give 
us as much notice as you can, though, as it does get busy! 
 

How do the Cluster Rehearsals work and what are they for? 
Cluster Rehearsals, when we rehearse the 6 songs as they will be performed on the day, will take place in 
schools across Barnet in the weeks commencing 3rd & 16th May.   
 

They are an essential part of the process – a stepping stone to the experience of singing in the massed 
choir.  We use them to practice harmony singing, learn actions and iron out misconceptions while there is 
still time to fix them (on the day, it can be too late!).  
 

What happens on the day? 
 You will need to transport your children with supervising adults to artsdepot, 5 Nether Street, Finchley 

N12 0GA for an afternoon massed choir rehearsal, when we will prepare the 6 shared songs. 
 After the rehearsal, there will be a break for a packed tea.  There will be an area for your school in the 

venue and we hope to make a nearby playground available too (nearby schools can have the option to 
go home).  During this time each school will have their individual item rehearsal slot in the theatre.   

 The performance is at 7pm and will finish at approximately 9pm.  You may decide to transport your 
children back to school; most schools release children to parents at the venue straight after the 
concert, and we facilitate this. 
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What about Covid? 
Theatres are currently open without restrictions and, given current trends and the time of year, there is 
cause to be optimistic. We have put some Covid measures in place and have considered additional 
mitigations which we can add nearer the time if needed. 
 Numbers – we are restricting the numbers in the massed choir to 240 children (8x30) each night – this 

reduces the number of children on stage by 20% from our capacity concerts before the pandemic and 
reflects a changed attitude to crowded environments across society generally.  It was important to us 
to acknowledge this whilst still running events that deliver the amazing experience of singing in a 
massed choir. 

 Ventilation – artsdepot uses air handling units which draw fresh air from outside into the building to 
heat or cool as necessary and do not recirculate air.  The air cooling system will be in use, with an 
added option to open the doors at the top of the fly tower on the roof which creates a breeze down 
into the auditorium. 

 Hand sanitising – there are hand sanitiser points around the building.  
 Reduce mixing of schools on stage (if needed) – we can have a central aisle separating schools side to 

side and a gap or empty row separating schools front to back, with a designated area for each school to 
discourage mixing.   

 Reduce mixing of schools off stage (if needed) – schools can be given their own area for breaks which is 
socially distanced from other schools.  We can have designated routes around the building for each 
school to help reduce mixing. 

 Masks and testing (if needed) - we may ask accompanying adults to test in advance or wear masks in 
the auditorium or when moving around the building.  We would not ask primary children to wear 
masks.  

 

What does it cost? 
 Taking part costs £380 for 30 children.  This is not a “per child” payment – it helps pay for the resource 

pack, venue and staging hire, house band, sound and lighting technicians and subsidises the ticket 
price.  For a larger group, there is an additional charge of £50 for each extra 10 children.  This will be 
charged in the first half of the summer term 2022, before the concerts.   

 Audience seats cost £10.  We will give you more information about this nearer the time. 
 

If concerts have to be cancelled because the venue is closed (due to Covid, a change in the law, or other 
force majeure reason), we will move to online events – we ran online festivals in June 2021 and have a 
robust model for doing this.  Unfortunately, the fixed costs of such a large project mean we cannot refund 
schools who decide to pull out if their concert is able to go ahead.   
 
 

Timeline for the Barnet Schools Music Festivals 2022 
 
28th January   Applications open 
22nd February   Twilight INSET introducing the songs, 4-6pm at Dollis Primary School 
28th February   Deadline for applications 
ASAP after 28th February Festival dates and numbers confirmed with schools 
w/c 25th April   INSET for drumming schools (date and venue tbc) 
w/c 3rd & 16th May  Cluster rehearsals (dates and venues tbc) 
23rd May Deadline for licensing information (we may need more detailed 

information about who is attending from your school, depending on Local 
Authority licensing requirements – we’re working on this!) 

w/c 13th and 20th June Festivals  
 

Any questions? -  ros.savournin@beatrust.org.uk 


